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.Introduction 
Language is fundamental in 

human life. It is the chief vehicle of human 
communication, wherever you find group of 
people, however small the group, you must 
find language. That is why language is 
regarded as the primary and central of human 
life. Dalhatu (1997) has the view that, primacy of 
language in human life is indisputable. 

Being a supremely distinctive feature 
of man, with its genesis in the divine word, 
language cannot be neglected in any human 
development. This is because language is a 
mirror and lump for thought, as the central 
vehicle of culture and civilization, as the 
prime and fullest means of interpersonal and 
inter-group interaction, language is indeed 
indispensable in achieving social harmony. 
And it appears that social harmony is itself both 
a cause and an effect of economic and political 
development. One may even assert that 
economic prosperity and social stability, 

while they can enhance social harmony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 cannot be achieved without language. 

Oladosun (1998) have the view that 
through language we preserve our culture and 
history, impart knowledge and pass 
information, express feelings, emotions and 
thought. We also conduct ourselves socially and 
even influence the activities of other 
people, indeed language is a vehicle of 
thought of any society. 

 
Language Education in Nigeria 

Despite the importance of language 
in relation to human activities in general and 
national development in particular, Nigerian 
government has not done much about the 
progress of Indigenous Language 
Education in this country. Success of any 
system of Education hinged on proper 
planning, effective administration and 
adequate financing. Thus, the formulation 
of National Language policy by the 
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Federal Government is a process of 
deliberation and decision making by the 
government. 

"Right from 1961 when a floor 
motion was moved during a parliamentary 
debate seeking to effect the teaching of 
three indigenous languages (i.e. Hausa, 
Igbo and Yoruba) through the educational 
system, with a view to adopt one of them 
as Nigerian official language in near 
feature. In 1979 and 1989 constitutions up 
to the recent constitutional conference to-
date, much have not been achieved in 
respect to that." Amoloye  (1999). 

The National Policy on Education 
(NPE) 1977 revised 1981 and 2004, has 
been generally accepted as a comprehensive 
blue-print capable of moving this our country 
forward in the development of language 
education and realization of the country's 
dream of having an indigenous language 
as an official language, except for the 
disturbing gap between theory and practice, 
between statement of objectives and actual 
implementation. 

As we all know the policy 
provides that, in addition to English, 
students in junior secondary schools would be 
required to offer one of the 3 major Nigeria 
languages (Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba). In 
addition the policy stated that, 'at the pre-
primary level, government wi ll  ensure 
that the medium of instruction will be 
principally the mother tongue.' (NPE 1977 
revised 1981 and 2004). Then at the senior 
secondary school level, a student is 
required to study one of the three major 
languages along with other core subjects. 
This should be compulsory in Federal, 
States and Private schools. 

The socio-cultural important of such a 
policy statement is self-evident being capable of 
fostering national unity in diversity. Many 
advantages may be ripe if the policy is 
properly implemented such as children  
will be encourage to consolidate their 
Indigenous Languages before embarking on 
the study of English Language. It will also pave 
way for the realization of an indigenous 
language as an official language of the country. 

To-date, Nigeria has not had a well 
articulate and explicit Language Policy that 
can be accessed in just one document; though 
there is a not too far sighted policy on 
teaching of local language at the init ial 
stages of Education. 

 
Challenges towards Provision of 
Functional and Qualitative Indigenous 
Language Education in Nigeria 
1.    On the part of government and policy 

makers, there is need for planning and 
re-planning. Now is the time to do a 
comprehensive evaluation of the 
National policy on Education against the 
backdrop for its implementation, and 
make necessary adjustment for success of 
the plan. Given our past experience on 
issue of national planning, government 
is strongly urged to much word with action. 

2. There is need for an articulated 
unambiguous Language Policy that 
will help in building a more united 
nation at a faster rate than what is 
currently happening. There is need for 
the establishment of a National 
Language Commission, to work with 
language experts and ethnologists in 
every place to come out with viable 
and workable alternatives to the total 
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use of our Indigenous languages in 
our schools instead of the English 
language which has dominated our 
Indigenous languages. 

3.   Establishment of a well funded and 
adequately staffed National Language 
Institute to conduct necessary 
researches towards achieving success 
in having an Indigenous   language as   
Nigerian   official language. 

4.     Above all since National Language 
issues is more of a political 
ideological question than a purely 
linguistic one in Nigeria, government 
should organized a serious public 
enlightenment campaign, make the 
whole people of the country aware of 
the importance of the teaching of 
Indigenous languages in all our schools, 
that will surely pave way for the 
realization of an indigenous language as 
an official language. Governments at 
all levels should accorded greater 
emphasis to education as the most 
potent tool for national development 
as well as Indigenous language 
education in particular since it is the 
bedrock of social interaction and 
social harmony without which true 
economic prosperity and political 
stability cannot be achieved. 

5.      In the process of nursing an Indigenous 
National Language, given the historical 
position of English in Nigeria and its true 
status world wide, the country should 
continue to use it as an official language 
until one of the Indigenous Nigerian 
language emerge to replace it as it is 
contained in the National Language 
Policy (NLP). However, its continued 

cultivation must not allowed to 
jeopardize the policy objectives of the 
NLP. 

6.      To further enhance the development of 
our Indigenous languages, ample 
incentives should be provided for 
Nigerian Language teachers as well as 
for graduate of Nigerian Languages, 
Literature and Linguistics throughout the 
country's labour market. In similar vein 
educational qualification to elected 
political posts should be tied to good 
academic performance of Nigerian 
Languages besides English Language. 
With regards to admission requirement to 
higher institutions of learning, it should 
be made compulsory for a candidate to 
posses credit in any of the three major 
Nigerian Languages. 

Government should note that although 
language planning does not yield 
immediate tangible returns as do 
economic and political programmes, it 
nevertheless has a more underlying, more 
permanent and more pervasive impact on 
the polity at large and as such any well-
expanded investment in language 
planning will eventually bear fruit in the 
overall human development of the Nigerian 
nation.  

7  School authorities and parents should 
provide necessary administrative and 
logistic supports for the development of 
Indigenous Language education just as 
being done for the physical sciences. 
Parents should endeavour to provide the 
right materials and psychological 
support to their wards for the learning of 
the Indigenous languages. Appropriate 
materials and text books should be 

Towards Functional and  Qualitative … 



 
 

459 
 

developed by experts including 
curriculum planners. 

8. Teachers on their part need to seek 
for constant self development in 
the area of what to teach and how 
to teach. This is one of the ways 
Nigerian language teachers can 
continue to remain as models of the 
languages they teach. Also the 
training and retraining of our 
Indigenous language teachers must 
accord with the scientific 
approaches such as use of 
language laboratories and 
computers. Language learning is 
complex; it is no longer realistic to 
expect any single development to 
solve all other problems of language 
learning. For this reason, use of 
language laboratories, computers 
and other scientific approaches to 
improve acquisition of the 
Indigenous language education 
should be emphasis. 

 
Conclusion  

Language   education   is   a   very   
important   instrument   for   the 
development of any society, since language 
is the central vehicle of culture and 
civilization and as a fullest means of 
interpersonal and inter-group interaction. It 
is also a means of achieving social harmony. 

Due to the important position of 
both language and Language education 
occupied, there is need to provide 
functional and Qualitative Indigenous 
language education for the purpose of 
realization of the stated goals of the National 
Language Policy. 
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